Authentic Task #2

Content Standard I. A. 2: Analyze how power affects the relationships among
characters in a text

Content Standard I. A. 3: Analyze the indirect characterization of characters in a
text

Content Standard I. A. 4: Analyze the motivation of characters in a text

Content Standard I. E. 2: Employs a pattern of organization in written work

Content Standard I. E. 4: Analyzes evidence effectively

Content Standard 1. E. 6: Uses appropriate writing formats: formal letter, diary,
essay

Content Standard I. E. 8: Uses a variety of sentence structures avoiding
fragments and run-on sentences

Content Standard I. E. 11: Demonstrates correct grammar, usage, and mechanics

Task: You are Portia, Brutus’s wife. You are very concerned about your husband
and his recent behavior. You tried to talk to him (Act Il scene 1), but he
wouldn’t discuss his problem with you. He promised he would talk with you
later, but you are skeptical. Write a letter to “Dear Abby” briefly describing
your relationship with Brutus and asking for advice about how to approach
him with your concerns about his current behavior and its impact on your
marriage. Be sure to include three of your observations about Brutus and
explain why they trouble you.

Criteria for Portia’s letter

e Provides Portia’s view of her relationship with Brutus (examples of indirect
characterization)

e Describes three specific behaviors/events which concern Portia in detail

e Explains the reasons why Portia is upset by each behavior/event specifically

e Solicits help from “Dear Abby”

e Well organized

e Proper letter format

e Variety of sentence structures

e Free of errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization
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