One of the skills you will need for this class is to make strong thesis/claim statements. Follow along
with the Power Point and fill in the blanks

(Supplemental reading Common Threads, pages 179-183).

A Thesis/Claim Statement...

Tolls the reader

Dirootly




Is usually

Gommon Problems with Thesis/Claim Statemeants:
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Pointers for writing a thesis/claim statement:
1. Take a

- You could argue that Wilde uses anecdotes instead of dramatic irony to portray love.
- You could also argue that Wilde uses dramatic irony to portray social hypocrisy within the text.

2. Ouly oxpross




- The thesis clearly focuses on one theme and one stylistic element.

3. Your thesis statement must

- Tochoose a side, it is important to use specific language. There are no words like seems, looks like,
appears. These words make you sound like you’re unsure of what you want to say, and therefore
automatically leads to multiple opinions in your thesis.

4, A thesis statement

- Take a look at number one. If someone can disagree with you over a specific idea, you are on the right
track.

- The thesis clearly focuses on one theme and one stylistic element.

9. Your thesis statoment must -

- Tochoose a side, it is important to use specific language. There are no words like seems, looks like,
appears. These words make you sound like you’re unsure of what you want to say, and therefore
automatically leads to multiple opinions in your thesis.

Bolow is a obecklist to help you employ the “pointers” abover

Thesis/Claim Statoment oritoria sheoklist

Yos No

1. Does it Tell the reader how you will interpret the
importance of the subject matter under discussion?




2. Isitaroad map for your paper?

3. Does it directly answer the question asked of you?

4. Does it express one main idea?

5. Does it choose 1 side of the issue?

6. Isit an interpretation of a question or subject?

7. Does it Make a claim that others can dispute (argue
against)?

8. Isitlimited to 1 sentence? (In the future there will

be opportunities to write thesis statements that are
more than 1 sentence long, but for now let’s stick to
one sentence.)

S0 you know what you should do when writing a claim statoment but

Where do you start?

GConsidor tho conmcopt:

®

Tho funetion of the paper and the thesis

Why are you writing the paper?

On¢e you know

Ask yourself the following question(s):

What is




© What is

© What is

© What is

Stops to making a thesis statement

EZAMPLE

@© Explain how the anthor’s use of this particular stylo oloment helps to comvey your selected theme, and how
this croates meaning within the text

@© Question: Which theme do you see repeated most in the text and how does the author treat this theme in
regards to style.

@© The theme of injustice in the movel is shown through John Steinbeck’s use of
characterization.

Hore is anothor copy of the chesklist

Uso it to oheck your olaim statements before you post them on Canvas

Praotico - Thesis/Claim Statoment oriteria cheoklist

Yos No

1. Does it tell the reader how you will interpret the importance
of the subject matter under discussion?

2. Isitaroad map for your paper?

3. Does it directly answer the question asked of you?

4. Does it express one main idea?




Does it choose 1 side of the issue?

Is it an interpretation of a question or subject?

Does it Make a claim that others can dispute (argue
against)?

Is it limited to 1 sentence? (In the future there will be
opportunities to write thesis statements that are more than
1 sentence long, but for now let’s stick to one sentence.)




