
On e  o f  t h e  s k i l l s  y o u  w i l l  n e e d  f o r  t h i s  c l a s s  i s  t o  mak e  s t r o n g  t h e s i s / c l a im s t a t em e n t s .  F o l l ow a l o n g  
w i t h  t h e  P owe r  P o i n t  a n d  f i l l  i n  t h e  b l a n k s 

 (Supplemental+reading+Common+Threads,+pages+1799183).+

A Th e s i s /C l a im S t a t em e n t… 

- T e l l s  t h e  r e a d e r  ______________________________________________________-
______ 

_____________________________________________________________
__________ 

_____________________________________________________________
__________ 

 
- I s  a  

_______________________________________________________________
________ 

_____________________________________________________________
__________ 

_____________________________________________________________
__________ 

- D i r e c t l y  
_______________________________________________________________
____ 
 
_______________________________________________________________
___________ 
 

- i s  a n  
_______________________________________________________________
__ 

_____________________________________________________________
__________ 

_____________________________________________________________
__________ 

- Make s  a 
_____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________-
______ 
 



- I s  u s u a l l y  
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
____________________ 

_____________________________________________________________
__________ 

 

Common P r o b l em s w i t h  Th e s i s /C l a im S t a t em e n t s :  

1 . Yo u r  -
_______________________________________________________
__________. 

2 . Yo u r  
_____________________________________________________________
____. 

3 . Yo u r  
_____________________________________________________________
____. 

4 . Yo u r  
_____________________________________________________________
____. 

5 . Yo u r  
_____________________________________________________________
____. 

 

P o i n t e r s  f o r  w r i t i n g  a  t h e s i s / c l a im s t a t em e n t :  

1 .  T a k e a 
__________________________________________________________________
____ 

__________________________________________________________________
___________ 

- You+could+argue+that+Wilde+uses+anecdotes+instead+of+dramatic+irony+to+portray+love.+

- You+could+also+argue+that+Wilde+uses+dramatic+irony+to+portray+social+hypocrisy+within+the+text.+

2 . On l y  e x p r e s s  
________________________________________________________________ 



__________________________________________________________________
___________ 

- The+thesis+clearly+focuses+on+one+theme+and+one+stylistic+element.++

3 . Y o u r  t h e s i s  s t a t em e n t  mu s t  
___________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________
___________ 

__________________________________________________________________
___________ 

- To+choose+a+side,+it+is+important+to+use+specific+language.+There+are+no+words+like+seems,+looks+like,+
appears.+These+words+make+you+sound+like+you’re+unsure+of+what+you+want+to+say,+and+therefore+
automatically+leads+to+multiple+opinions+in+your+thesis.   

4 .  A t h e s i s  s t a t em e n t  
___________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________
___________ 

- Take+a+look+at+number+one.+If+someone+can+disagree+with+you+over+a+specific+idea,+you+are+on+the+right+
track.+

- The+thesis+clearly+focuses+on+one+theme+and+one+stylistic+element.++

5 . Y o u r  t h e s i s  s t a t em e n t  mu s t  -
____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________
__________ 

_____________________________________________________________
__________ 

- To+choose+a+side,+it+is+important+to+use+specific+language.+There+are+no+words+like+seems,+looks+like,+
appears.+These+words+make+you+sound+like+you’re+unsure+of+what+you+want+to+say,+and+therefore+
automatically+leads+to+multiple+opinions+in+your+thesis.++

Be l ow i s  a  c h e c k l i s t  t o  h e l p  y o u emp l o y  t h e  “ p o i n t e r s ”  a b o v e r  

Th e s i s /C l a im S t a t em e n t  c r i t e r i a  c h e c k l i s t  

! Y e s  N o 

1. Does%it%Tell%the%reader%how%you%will%interpret'the$
importance+of+the+subject+matter+under+discussion?!
!

  



2. Is#it#a#road#map#for#your#paper?!
!

  

3. Does%it%directly%answer%the%question%asked%of%you?!
!

  

4. Does%it%express%one%main%idea?!
!

  

5. Does%it#choose#1#side#of#the#issue?!
!

  

6. Is#it#an#interpretation!of#a#question#or#subject?!   

7. Does%it%Make%a%claim%that%others%can%dispute%(argue%
against)?!

  

8. Is#it#limited#to#1#sentence?#(In#the#future#there#will#
be#opportunities#to#write#thesis#statements#that!are$
more%than%1%sentence%long,%but%for%now%let’s"stick"to"
one$sentence.)!
!

  

So y o u kn ow wha t  y o u s h o u l d  d o  wh e n wr i t i n g  a  c l a im s t a t em e n t  b u t   

Whe r e  d o  y o u s t a r t ?  

C o n s i d e r  t h e  c o n c e p t :  
__________________________________________________________ 

! Th e f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  p a p e r  a n d t h e  t h e s i s  
_____________________________________________________________
____  

! Why a r e  y o u wr i t i n g  t h e  p a p e r ?  

! On c e  y o u kn ow 
_____________________________________________________________
____ 

 

Ask y o u r s e l f  t h e  f o l l ow i n g  q u e s t i o n ( s) :  

! Wha t  i s  
_____________________________________________________________
____ 



! Wha t  i s  
_____________________________________________________________
____ 

! Wha t  i s  
_____________________________________________________________
____ 

! Wha t  i s  
_____________________________________________________________
____ 

 

S t e p s  t o  mak i n g  a t h e s i s  s t a t em e n t  

1 . Red u c e  
_____________________________________________________________
____ 

EXAMPLE 

! Ex p l a i n  h ow t h e  a u t h o r ’ s  u s e  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s t y l e  e l em e n t  h e l p s  t o  c o n v e y  y o u r  s e l e c t e d  t h em e ,  a n d  h ow 
t h i s  c r e a t e s  me a n i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  t e x t  

! Qu e s t i o n :  Wh i c h  t h eme d o y o u s e e  r e p e a t e d  mo s t  i n  t h e  t e x t  a n d  h ow d o e s  t h e  a u t h o r  t r e a t  t h i s  t h eme i n  
r e g a r d s  t o  s t y l e .  

2 . _____________________________________________________________
__________ 

! Th e t h eme o f  i n j u s t i c e  i n  t h e  n o v e l  _________________  i s  s h own t h r o u g h J o h n S t e i n b e c k ’ s  u s e  o f   
c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n .  

H e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  c o p y  o f  t h e  c h e c k l i s t  

U s e  i t  t o  c h e c k y o u r  c l a im s t a t em e n t s  b e f o r e  y o u p o s t  t h em o n C a n v a s 

P r a c t i c e  -  T h e s i s /C l a im S t a t em e n t  c r i t e r i a  c h e c k l i s t  

! Y e s  N o 
1. Does%it%tell%the%reader%how%you%will%interpret'the$importance$

of#the#subject#matter#under#discussion?!
!

  

2. Is#it#a#road#map#for#your#paper?!
!

  

3. Does%it%directly%answer%the%question%asked%of%you?!
!

  

4. Does%it%express%one%main%idea?!   



!
5. Does%it%choose%1%side%of%the%issue?!

!
  

6. Is#it#an#interpretation!of#a#question#or#subject?!
!

  

7. Does%it%Make%a%claim%that%others%can%dispute%(argue%
against)?!
!

  

8. Is#it#limited#to#1#sentence?#(In#the#future#there#will#be#
opportunities*to*write*thesis&statements&that&are&more&than&
1"sentence"long,"but"for"now"let’s"stick"to"one"sentence.)!
!
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