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Minoan and Mycenaean DBQ 
Content Standard:  

• Students will construct the significance of Pre-Greek (Minoan) and Early Greek 
(Mycenaean) societies. 

• Students will recall information from past historical eras 
 
Process Standards: 

• Practice writing with a clear thesis and specific details 
 

Cradle of Civilization Document Based Questions 
A document-based question (DBQ), also known as data-based question, is an essay or 

series of short-answer. 
Formative Tasks 
Day One 

• Students will be presented with a variety of different DBQ questions.  
• Students will rotate around and change DBQ questions into their own words with 

a group.  
o Included in this rotation will be the DBQ question that will be used for the 

Summative Essay 
• After they have rotated, we will have a class discussion on these questions. We 

will focus specifically on the question that they will be writing the essay to be sure 
they understand they question.  

• Formative Assessment will be a 5-1 hand check of how well they feel they 
understand the question (historical topic.) 
 

Day Two 
Students will interact with the Powerpoint, Making a Good Thesis Statement 

• Students will fill out the note sheet that breaks down what is a good thesis 
• Students will practice creating a thesis, based on the question discussed the day 

before on the worksheet. 
• They will then go through the thesis checklist to self-assess  
• Exit Slip-They will turn in their thesis, and I will use the checklist and the thesis 

portion of the rubric to assess them.  
 

Day Three 
Students will interact with the Powerpoint, Making a Good Thesis Statement 

• Students will fill out the note sheet that breaks down how to use quotations 
correctly 

• They will identify the use of a good quotation and bad quotations throughout the 
PowerPoint 

• They will practice using and explaining quotations using the primary sources that 
will help them answer the question 

• They will peer edit these explanations using the Documentary Evidence and 
Support portions of the rubric 

• They will also turn them in to the teacher before the leave for final analysis using 
the same rubric 
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Summative Task 
Day Three 

• Create an essay uses your own knowledge as well as providing evidence from the 
primary or secondary sources using the following question: 
How and why did civilizations from the Middle East, Egypt, and the 
Mediterranean develop into powerful, thriving, and cosmopolitan empires in the 
Bronze, Dark, and Iron Ages? Be sure to address why some civilizations were 
more successful than other.  
 
 

 
DBQ Rubric 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


